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(1) BURA Z VO BRHBERIZOWVWTHENT DI L,
(2) BRRA T ORFBOULRRER & 2 N T HRE LRSS DSR2 oW THEiE 2 1
DTWEEL 2L,

The objectives of this article are:

(1) To introduce Neo-Paganism in modern Iran.
(2) To provide some information to show a connection with modern Iranian

religio-cultural movement.

5% Reference

s WIEEAN 7 vr— =3 b 78] MIIBOAT Books, 2006 ; Masato, Tojo. Qewl: Holy Book
of Mithra, MITBOAT Books, 2006

cBEEAN [ b 7] EEFITS. 1996 ; Masato, Tojo. Mithraic Theology,
Kokusho-kankoh-kai, 1996

CHIGREARFRIETY—27 vy b 7 MU &) BG4, 2002 ; Masato, Tojo. Let’s
Read Secret Doctrine, Shuppan-shinsha, 2001

+ Homayouri, Masoud Dr. Origin of Persian Gnosis, Tehran ; x~=VU, <A—FK [A 7
Voo )= A GRGMEY) o] T~F v

+ Izady, Mehrdad R. The Kurd: A Concise Handbook, Taylor & Francis, 1992



- PDE. T3 R8I, I FI#HE A4 —2073040] I FTHERMBLEHS, 2006 4F 2
A

- PDF. Jamshidi, Jamshid, Dr. farhang-e iran, 2005 ; X L 7T 4, VX ALV v R[4 7
> D3{k] 2005

« PDF. Jamshidi, Jamshid, Dr. pishnefad arm piuned jahane v keshury, 2006 ; ¥ % X3
T4, Vx by N MR EESSMomE] 2006

« Shaked, Shaul. “The myth of Zurvan”, in From Zoroastrian Iran to Islam, Variorum,
1995; ¥ 7 8, ¥ U [AVT =55 [V a7 A2 =80T o hbA AT —5~]
Uy A 4T 51995

+ Shaked, Shaul. “Mihr the judge”, in From Zoroastrian Iran to Islam, Variorum, 1995 ;
DXTR, XU BREOMI LT [V aT R —HDOA T b A AT—0~] T7
A A7 2 1995

+ Shaked, Shaul. Dualism in Transformation: Varieties of Religion in Sasanian Iran,
1994 ; % 7 K, v v [TomimOER « B v ia 7 18 HR#EOLEME] 1994
- aj-Jabbar, ‘Abd. Tathbit dali’il al-nubuwwa Sayydina Muhammad ; >~ % ~ 7N—)b [ LN
v~ ROEFEMERER O]

- as-Shahrastai, A/-Milal wa-I-nihal ; > % 7 7 A X —=— [Z#H L FIk]

- Boyce, Mary. A History of Zoroastrianism Vol. 1, E. J. Brill, 1996 ; R 1 A, A7 U —[>
BT AZ—HLTNE.J. 7Vt 1996 4F (ARFARRR)

- Boyce, Mary. Zoroastrians —Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, 1979 ; " A A, A7
V= [varzxz—#4E] E.J. 7V vk 1979 4

+ Espatio, John L. editor in chief, The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World,
Oxford University Press, 1995 ; TA/ T A4, Ya v L. fwEERM 427 A 75— RBUL
A AT =L MFRER] A7 27— FRFHRF, 1995

- IR —BEE TR ot e o] S20F, 2004 ; Masato, Tojo. “Persian Myth”, in
Matsumura Kazuo ed. Encyclopedia of gods of the world, Gakken, 2004



PO N PN
£ BRISVOFREEH

Part I. Neo-Paganism of modern Iran

1. BRASVOIHELEE Neo-Paganism of modern Iran

;EEIE MY Objectives of its activities

BRA 7 BT BB ER L. (1) 470 UEDFE (A4 —LA73k) 125
WTOMFZ NSO, ZaeA 7 OFIEIKRSELZ L, (2) —HEOHL0 T
WEMHROFEFCEHRT 2 Z LA HME LTS,

S
k

AT VN B FZAT A S— T RALES, AHE, Bk, RO, EX =1L
Wo e b DX, A AT —A, FURAM 24 YHITHEKET DD TR,

INDOFEEIITRT, HRF Y 7 OAIER 7 SUBIZRE IR S ER AN HREF Y o7
DIXAEDOFNBRWH L2 DO Th 5, BUROTERKCIIE, 2o OEAREEEZHEMEE LT
BEINTND,

b LEblE, FEOR) FT, A T O bn > T EAB A% EER L, Bl
WEFR & ZFDORER S0 EREZH - 9 L LTS,

The aims of Neo-Paganism of modern Iran is (1) to promote and apply the root of
Iranian culture into the Iranian Constitution, in fact rewrite Iranian Constitution, (2) to
introduce a coherent plan for the peace in the Middle East and the world in general.

*

The principle of all grand ideas such as: civil society, human rights, social rights,
people power and modernism that Iranians have taken from the west have no roots in
Islam and also no roots in Christianity or Judaism.

All these principles were picked up by the westerners who were thrilled by the Greek’s
creative culture. Based on these creative ideas, the western world was able to initiate
the foundation of its present civilization.

We are now looking into a similar process of “fermenting of the grand principles of
Iranian culture”, in order to facilitate the establishment of a new State and a creative
society.

DLTFICk RS Z L1, A4 —2ATHEBLOA 7 ORKAN Dr. JJ ORFZEREIZ L 5 =P
DF [ FT#HMTE. 2 bT7#EA 4 —2 700D

*FEHIFE LAVZT LI LwE, (B8 341 =XKL Neo-Paganism, = K5
KL IR TUA & » 7202 B0ER T, % U A MLIRTO & F & F 2220 18 BLESR) O KRR



T, DAy, b, THM (TUrAx2 D) ( ATTRERHDL, Bl S5-5TH,
P Tl < BRI T Lo URHIT R AWEE B ATV D,

*Neo-Paganism: A new religious movement which began after the World War II in the
west Europe and U. S. A. It is a generic name for Wicca, Celtic pantheism,
Asatru(Viking), Slavonic pantheism and the likes. They are not pure revivals. Almost all
of them have developed modern arrangements and new inventions.

HP
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BE History

BRA 7 VO BHRERIL, T~T O RFEEROY ¥~ VELONRA Z o OMREEFTED
bAEEFNT, Vr~v U ELITIEMUL EOFEFELRRL T0D, RYOFFEREKIL 1974 £ T
HD, BUEIZA 4 — 2NV HEEZFRSL L TUHEEI L TWD, FEZ R L TWDH D%, NIMTE
oA T U DFE - FIERAB LOHEHEH O AL TH D,

The germ of the modern Iranian Neo-Paganism is Prof. Jamali’s researches on ancient
Iranian myth. He wrote more than hundred books. His first publication was in 1974.
Recently, the Simorghian Society was founded to promote its ideals. Members and
supporters are mostly Iranian scholars, intellectuals, and urban citizens.

FkDEFRETHELDER The relation to the western Neo-Paganism

BRA 7 OB BBERIT, WCKOFREFFR L WATT D5 (R OB BRI
E) HRON, BOROBBRBERNOEENTZH D TITR,

ZITEAPORTVE DI, LIELIEBRA U OFBRATRLE VI FSWVHET 50,
EfERAFRIL (A4 — VTS ThD,

Iranian Neo-Paganism has some parallel with the western Neo-Paganism, such as
revival of Goddess, nature-oriented and so on. However, it isn’t a branch of the western
one. For the purpose of convenience, “Iranian Neo-Paganism” is used in this article, its
precise name is “Simorghian movement”.

ERIVFIOXLE=ZA—TI(OBEDOIEZ A Their views on modern esotericism and
new-age thoughts

RV TV AL EZNICH =2 —x A VEAR, BIRECKB IO > RligBlT 5,
IR 2 TR 2 AR SR ORI A LR STV D,

Modern esotericism and its successor New Age Thoughts are considered to be
approaches to construct a universal thought (theosophy) which encompasses all the
religions.

BAOEMHRLEDEL Socio-cultural Difference from Japan

ZITIEVBIRA Z DB RBERL VO KV FE L, ZTHITBR A ARORE R -
TN R EEIFIRELSELRSL, BIROBARTIE, #ITBRWEFEEICRY, RBEH - A0 ME
(RLFSE L) TRAROBRER ) ([2B/IME L, #Ef - BOBR e Mlifm 2 £ > TZewy, Ll A
T UOFBHERITED, EROE, A7 UEREOEDELEET L2 L binE -
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TW5, fRICE 21T, RKEDREH, T LTHEAISBEI DTH D,

In this article, the modern Iranian religio-cultural movement is labeled as
“Neo-Paganism”, however, it is completely different from those of Japan which are
categorized under the same name(Neo-Paganism). We should not take their movement
same as Japanese one (popular sub-culture). In modern Japan, gods are not respected.
Religions and occult have shrunk to mere healing (tranquilizer) and hobby. They have
little socio-cultural influence. In Iranian Neo-Paganism is not the same. It began as
consequent of a sincere grave over the future of Iranian state and culture. In other words,
Iranians have a much greater Cause, firm-determination and far-higher integrity.

2. Z4—LJLT Xt Simorgh Culture

48 Characteristics

AT UACDRITTIE, A4 — LT U TH B,

c 24— DTSRI, Y a T R E—HUEIDA T U TH D,

c A =27, BIEORERACE, #EL, s I, AT U7 A I—, A
YRIEE, NXZRE L TIH=AE L AT VRO, a = A BN E, v
RU T HER AT DB R SUEE 2R L T,

X FNTHEIT. V4NV T UEDKEIETH D, A4 — LTI, R R TEOLE -
KThHo,

A TUOEE (VUL —X) 1, 3H21H, DEVESOH KRB FEE O BEIC
KDH) THhd, 2826, FHE - Jifif1E - BRATELFRD LT 2E/MIT. A4 —A4
NI AL EBRR S %,

- The root of Iranian culture is Simorgh culture.

- Simorgh culture is pre-Zoroastrian Iranian culture.

- Simorgh culture covers vast area, encompassing modern north-east China, Mongol,
Central Asia, Kashmir, north India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Kurdistan, Caucasas,
Black Sea coast, Siberia, and East Europe.

- Mithraism is a flower blossomed in the Simorgh culture. Simorgh culture is a root and
mother of Mithraism.

- No-ruz of ancient Iran is celebrated on March 21th, which is spring equinox (the Sun
enters 0 degree of Aries). This may be the origin of the tradition of China, Korean
pennynsula and Japan, which starts new year in spring equinox.

EESR History
BoHo1E22RoZ b, 2LUREIE, A4 7 VHIREEROBENORIA T VREHETH
%o

See Part II Section 1. Section 2-8 is a religious history of Iran from the Iranian
Neo-Paganism’s point of view.



3. i’k Gods

KEZMT4YJ Great Goddess Div

KELHT 4 T kiF, A4 — 2T UEOR TR I L TR, DE VD LNTZ—25 0
DL« ] BWETHDH, KT 4 713, WO LAEETHLMEETHLRVDN, 55D
TFEORITTTHD E VI EKRT, FITKE, B, —HTHD,

In Simorgh culture, Great Goddess Div is the root God and the Seed, which is one
single hidden Life-Power-Wisdom. She is not a sole creator either commander in
monotheistic sense, however, She is truly the root-God, the Hakk, the Ultimate and the
One.

* T4  [5RA 7] Div, B4 % A 4 —20 7 Simorgh, # T —7J—Daéna, ¥ —F
—LWIHILENE, v —~DEIT 4 T F (XA TF) \THET D, T4 VIE FUTFET
PEBRT D58 74 A] Oevg, 77 VB THEERT 25% 177 A Deus LFRT
D,

*Div: Also called Simorgh and Daéna. Daéna corresponds to Roman Diana. Div has the same
word-root with Greek ®@gvg and Roman Deus both of which mean God.

xR ZAFA LA, (3 Godhead, The roof God, W\ 2 KE, —F ., Hukf#H D
Z &,

BEE KxHMoil4

TEFTHETIE. REMT A VERANT = VYT 47 BHIERELIFATHWD= [0
=3 FZEI] o MEIHEE]
Note: Other names of the Great Goddess Div

In Mithraism Div is called Mother Zurwan, Mother of Life (Sophia), and Wu-ji-lao-mo
(fEFGREE R)).

R7 L% RXTA Ameshaspenta

TAT (Aq—=LT) ITTIROOE () BdD, ZORNEDIEEZFTT L v AT
Bk L EH, T Ay AT 2T, KEMI N7, AT 7 v (T35« F 38— 1) |
WHT — U~ KfpT—% )L A7 U, ERMOLMT —ATh b, [T L ¥ A
T DOEENT, FEHORKTF LY A LESLDIELT, WOLOEERAHBICER L DI
REF5Z & THD,

CJRT LV AT URE, AV RDT =T 4T 4 YHEECAEYST D,
CJRT AT AT AL, ISR SN TWS I R T MY T 5,
BT AV AT X ORI, R - Tk v 20K Db S,

Div has six faces. The set of these six faces is called Ameshaspenta (the original
Ameshaspenta*). Six faces are Mitra, Varuna(=Apam Napat=Spenta Mainyu), Ahriman,
Atar, Khvar, Raam. Their role is to give cosmic orders and rhythms in order to make
circulation(re-incarnation) of Life smoothly.

- Original Ameshaspenta corresponds to Aditiyas of India.
- The group of gods mentioned in inscription of the Mitanni-Hittite peace treaty is an

7



example of the original Ameshaspenta.
- The members of original Ameshaspenta have changed, when time and/or place have
changed.

¥ [R7 LvATUA (A 7 > Ameshaspenta, Amosa Sponta, ZILNAKDT L v
AT B ToDH, Y AT AL —HDT L ¥ A7 2E, ThEERTHOL b,

*the original Ameshaspenta: Amosa Sponta. This is the original. Zoroastrian Amesha Spenta
was made after the model of it.

=+S5 Mitra

S FTERABHTHL, BT AV Y AL U EOEHEIMNETAHI NI, A4 —LATF
DHEDTHDH, AL —LNTIFLMHTEEFERM L, X M 7138 E CAE & ffnz S
T A, WEIZI FT70MAIm EL, S 2= RITRAE DN M T E—MENRT L
7=,

Mitra, who is a god of friendship, is Simorgh herself and the first face of the original
Ameshaspenta. Simorgh represents the female (nurture) aspect and Mitra the male
(friendship) one. The position of Mitra rose gradually. In Mitanni era henotheistic
Mithraism was formed.

fE& SFSESFSEESR
AL —LNVTAIZBIT DI b T, A R=A T HEDI N T72DT, AT U HRH
ERDOANT-BIX, I bT Mitra EFEATWS,

Note: We call Him Mitra
For Simorghian Mitra is common both in Iran and India, Iranian Neo-Paganists call
him “Mitra”, not “Mithra” nor “Mehr”.

F7—1)<> Ahriman
T Uk, W EGET D,
T ==k, KM bR BT A TThH D,

- Ahriman represents vitality.
- Ahreman serves for goddesses. He amuse them.

& 7—)IUIEBEMTIEALY Ahriman is not an evil god
TR UARDOEITIERD LS b D Tholz, BUROI FFHICK T LT — U v 18
% (TYENAETR) OEAIE, A0 —20 736 B, Y8R0 L2720 Th s,

Note: Ahriman is not an evil god.
Role/function of the original Ahriman is as above described. From Simorghian point of
view, it is not surprising that Ahriman has recoved his lost position in Yezidism and

modern Mithraism.



Ak Yazata-ha

EROIENICYH, EEEEOM L NN, TO—E%E FTRlornd, Ko7, 7—V
TURTFTRS, NI (VAT v T) RT AT 4 — b, AKOEKIFTZDOLH 7
HLOTHY, Y a7 AE—#HOm LZALITREL B RS,

There are other yazatas. Some of them are listed below. Not only Great Goddess Div,
and Ahriman but also Bahman(Wohu=Manoh) and Armaiti are deformed by Mazdaism.
Their true images and roles can be seen in Smorgh culture.

« RZef7 A< Asman: god of the sky

« KoY I v — b Zamyat: goddess of the erath

c KOEFT F—b X — (B24) Anahita(Gav): goddess of the water

 JEfH D . Wayu: god of the wind

AT (Ux 7« ~F7) Bahman(Wohu-manah): god of Humanity
s TEREO LT — /L~ T 4 — Armaiti: goddess of protection of the womb
< FEMT ¢ —/L Tyr: god of wisdom

B ANT — A (UNVRT 7)) Bahram(Urthragna): war god

« EE#~ A F Manthra: god of manthras

c EFROLMT VY 2 Z— b Arshtat! goddess of justice

- O L ARFR LA —k Hordad: goddess of health

« RFED T LV F — b Murdad: goddess of immortality

4. £AXm7%EZ 5 Fundamental Principles

@OFY—1& Unity of All: simorgh va ram, ghadasat jan

EmIIMETH DL, THITEWVICFZRY G- TR 2B LHMATND, Pl Lzbid,
WY 72 O EET 2 AmlE o —HTh D,

A4 =DV T OHIBEL, A7 BT DELDORMTH D, ARkDA Z 30k, A
AT =5, %Y RN X VHDTE L RMANEZE U TR, — 722 5 Al O,
TROLEREFE L TND, ARDA Z o fbld, EE. e, fEx—hEE212, b5
D ORI, KB LB, Amiit OEE N BAEEFN TN D,

The whole being is in the move and happiness and dance.

The portal of Simorgh is the symbol of evolution in Iranian Culture. Iranian culture
believes in the evolution not in the creation as it is in Moslem, Christianity or Judaism.
Iranian Culture believes that there is no separation between happiness and dance and
being. Every being came from love and happiness, from flow and dance through
evolution.

@F A& M>TULVS Direct Link with God: kharade ensani & bahman
HOLWPHNIFTIEORNBSTEY, MEEENGFHEE LTS, AHOEEZIX, T2
e DEEMNFENOEENT WD, HHEKRT, Hx D ANEITHERKT DLV TOX S
HLDOThHhDH, Tz, ANHRILORBERORZHIL, L OXFED T L B2 LDTH D,
VI bDIE, EHICAEZXLTEODOFEEZRHZE S LW REEORERTHDL, —AD
BEE, —oORHK, —oOBEEZHTANMELLZET, ZOH—MERNEEN DD TIEZ
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AN

Humans are in direct dialogue with God. All his/her thought is, basically, grows from
this dialogue (each human is a building block of God). Based on this principle, the
dialogues between people are taken as the dialogue with God.

The unity of a society is the outcome of being in dialog for finding the ways of living
together. The unity isn’t in believing into same leader, same religion or faith or the same
holy book.

RHIEAESDS5E God as the Bunch of Grapes: shahrivar

PIZLTZHL—=ANOEVIT—ROLEESDETHY, NHIZSEIDE (5] Thd, ##
ZPHSE L0, BEINZMATIIRL EANHOEAEK, bbb, 5L50ETH L,
PANFEXNGEIC LS TORSZET, LI PRt EnEENs, SV L7256,
NZORIZHBT 5, A4 — 2 THFAZLIUE, REERIIFIEHETIERY, ZIUTE
ke AR ST ERERDTE,

Humans are like seeds of one “interconnected bunch” (like a bunch of grapes) where
this bunch is the God. By being united and staying in dialogue with each other, society
can create a harmonious union. In other words, God becomes the State. According to
Simorghian philosophy, democracy is not a form of government. It is a state of mind.

@MEBDEI .. £EDEH Evolution of Concept of God, Realization of Paradise: arta,
shahrivar(samandeh)

AT URKDOEZFITIIE, #pllE TMIIZoWnHr b0 ThDH & EENTHIEMIZHK
HTEDHOTIEARY, MoBlEL VI Lo, KREEHIcEDbD, NHOEELE L b
R LED> TIT<, 47 UAROMIL, M TH LOHBlOMEEZ AMITKD, ZOHEE
ZEL T, AEPREL, #lESE, ZOMIIEREEAZES 2L 2RDTND,

A4 Z bR, B DRBRA T A X —OWNICHR 2B 2 BHE 5 ik Ly, £
DEIREDEERLE L THEHDWIFERZERL LD LT LR, £D X5 2174813,
AT OMBUIIK LT D,

Iranian God does not have ultimate power and ultimate understanding and ultimate
thought, Iranian God learns as time goes by. Iranian God has thought like human and
researches and gives birth every day to a new era. This is what Iranian God wants from
us, to be like him or like her and to evolve, to explore, to think, to change and to create
our own heaven here on this Earth.

Iranian culture is not looking to find an absolute truth in a religion or in an ideology
and try to publicise and implement it and try to use it as the basis of a society or an
State. Such conduct is against the perception of Iranian God who has the same essence
as the humans.
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®BE-BR Lb-LlHD Self-Rule & Self-Decision: arke v kharad(kharade)

ABIANT REESTWAOT, HIGEHIENARETH D, T Rk, M2 i<,
PHREAEATCEIR)BRRETHY ., K&K Z TIRICATREZBEYHHDDHZ &%
FRTEBBIRI,

The word “arke” means self-rule and self-decision.

Kharad (kharade) is human intelligence and awareness. It is a decision not made just
by the brain but by the whole of body, taking every possible thing into account before
making the final decision.

®EZEELFEZE Justice & Equality: arke
NI B2t & D3> TEY | MOFNIEETH D, Tz, AP AMEZENT S
LIRS NT, DRICIER &EFEEE R RTIR B0,

Iranian culture is based on the equality of all people, because, all people are from one
soul. All people are the seeds of the Tree of the Life, which means God; which is Life.
Since Kharad is the direct reflection of the soul. Therefore, soul and Kharad are sacred
and no law, power or any God has the right to harm them.

Humans have a kind of kharad that can establish law and order, stable society or
government. Bahman®*, who is “Kharade Samandeh” or Arke*, means the actual
discipline, within each human change to Arta which is the justice, truth and law.

DEDNEHEZRMT ZWMENDIRE Simorghian Emblem of Three Dignities: pishnehad
arm-e qgadasht khord tabi’at v jan

BRA 7V ORBAEROFEEDO— AN Dr. J JIiE, B O L MEB 2 R8T o=
ELTWD, SEF, Jk khord, H2K tabiat, Efiyjan OBjgia =AML L, £ OHL
R CtPE) 2 E< O T, ZOT A ITFHO SfEkEF L BT AR L, TOEB
WCENERLSTZEEZRLTND, ZOMEE, £72, VLT BN E AR EEET
LAETHY , ML ZOME/ET- D EEZFET LU TIERNZ 2B R LTV D,

One of the leaders of Iranian Neo-Paganists Dr. J. J. proposes an Emblem which
symbolizes their philosophy and value. The Emblem is a simple circle depicting our globe,
where three recognizable but tightly interconnected compartments make up it’s body.
Each compartment or sanctuary harbors one of the indispensable principles of our blief.
These principles are: Dignity of Nature (tabi’at), Dignity of Life (jan) and Dignity of
Knowing (khord). The name of the highest consciousnessmay be placed in the center or
at the top of the globe if so desired. The name of the country is mentioned on the four
corner of the Emblem in the native language as well as internationally recognizable
language. The background color of the Emblem can be decided at will. The Emblem also
shows that the respect in Persian's culture is towards humanity and life not towards God
and his/her prophets.
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BROI M THITIE, 4 T OFRBERAEI NV —T L a B T HEIND, EilE
FUBEXHTELTWeSHP(R R 7BOEIME) ©2, 3.5, 6; I F7#5]p19-22,
S MNTHERFELEHES LA T U OFRBEREDEOCONZDE, fix2ir T, ZoHEAR
BEN—H LN THD, I FNTHRELERASH, F2F00 [ FT70ERE] 7=
N<—AL D [ FT7AH] 2#FATREICREDLET T, M—2ASRVIZEZTER
L2WEMTh o=, BN THA D,

#EE 450Xk

AT BN TL, ML b MEHERIILTEZD, £9 LRWVIRY | AT—2F5 %
Flclpn, B L72Z Lz, WOKIOBTEME LTRERRL T, 2T LGN 2o/
WV, FIZDONWTODERLENINTebi o TIE, [ IULDTHBENIDEENDIDTH D,

5. R«—LJLSHJEERE Simorghian Ideal

A4 =DV TR, BIR. EmLOEPE L WD o DOE O E 25T D oo, O Z L &
WHlE oo T, 2 b DM BRWEREZ Rt S ETW5D, b ZFIROIEERIZFELET 5
B\ H = DT RCUIA L =LAV T ORTHY, A4 —LNT LDV FEOHEL - bz
Biiroo, FHL-LTORMEREBRT 5,

While protecting the dignities of three essences (Nature, Life and Intelligence),
Simorgh keeps their ceaseless circulation, as oil or grease which enable it. All the
patterns of consciousness, which accompany this circulation of three essences, are
friends of Simorgh. They experience harmony in cosmic level, while helping Simorgh to
deepen and evolve itself.

6. REILDHEBELZFDIERE Development of Religion-culture and its

Agenda
RECULDOFEEREE I T 0 L, RO=2IZ0 6015,

- BE X =Tt (EEALZRE D)
- X ot OkElRER O R E FET D)
X (RAMEXY) H - CITIRORE ERERD OO, AR EET D)

BRNLBEMROEHIT., EEREOEBEETEF LTV, Y a7 24 —#ZLTHE
ROZREFHZLTYH, EEREROTH, EDF VDI NITAERD, KI2bbRE
RaEDETZLICMETHD, —HEWETTEATHEADLZ L, NHFONT AWML
BERBET DI ENKLREFZHOFETH D, A4 —LbNTHEIE, A —20 7RI
SNEBIEDHZ LT, ZOH LWERHOBENIDAREIZRY . A4 T 70 TR T U7 8N,
KL el EHe— E PR Z RIS A Z E MM TE D EMEE LTV D,

In order to explain development process of religion, it is convenient to divide it into
three stages.
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-Stage 1. pre-modern Monism. It affords no difference.
-Stage 2. modern Dualism. It declares eternal and absolute difference.
-Stage 3. post-modern Unification of duality. Accepting defference, it seeks unity.

It is regrettable that religions of today still don’t reach stage 3. Not only
Zoroastrianism, but also Islam, Christianity and Judaism, admitting the existence of the
good and the evil, seeks only the good (light of fire). They are fanatical to
extinguish the evil(darkness and night). It is a major agenda to enclose and transcend
both, not to destroy the other. The Simorghian Society claims that it is only with the
principles of Iranian culture, the new (future) religion-culture and a long-lasting
unity ,harmony and peacfe in the Middle-East.

7. KBRERHNDERE Agenda of the Religion to Come

4’ HUTTIEXY A NN ERHMCRD LI N THEEEZVDMOZHEE LS TL:.%:

2, EREZEDN, BEE: L& Sz, FBEIX. BUBHES DT e RBIRR % 554212
IR T & ey, Dl b b BEOBRKOTENR, TROLBIRICHAI LTV E WD
MRS 2 B S 72 T R B2,

In Italy Christianity became dominant, Mithraist as well as other religion’s believers
are all persecuted. They were forced to leave their homeland. Though religions can’t
expel completely the willful interpretation made by political power, religions must at
least reform their weakest point that they become easily a tool for political power.

8. BB MLl Evaluation of the History

ATAT7HEE
AT AT ANDZIF, AT ORFLHERETHLELS, I FTHOEBES D IZIFE K
BEEEZE - L TCEEHEINLTWS

The name “Median tribe” is well known in modern Iran’s texts on history. They are
written historically important for they played main role in constructing the basis of
Mithraism.

T iR AFADEZ

T AR AFREOEBL, ~AZ—HTHLI FTHTHLRL, ZhbadbitEsE# (=
TI7IH) THY., AN2IIERIREOET 5 8B 2B (P20 - SRR IR) 212
CTWeDTIERW N ERBbRS, ZORRICIE, BE, ZEREZ2MbT AR UbRE
NholzbBEZBND, THAFARR L L, AN L, BROA T 3R S
DICIRIB LT E 5O I D E2G20,

The state religion of Achaemenid Persia wasn’t either Mazdaism nor Mithraism, but a
syncretic one, which Prof. Mary Boyce calls three Ahuric religion. People seem to believe
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in a universal thought (interpretation by philosophy/theosophy) which encompasses all
the sects of Iranisn religions. In these times there seems to be a free environment for
thoughts and religions. In contrast to Achaemenid times, it can’t help saying modern
Iran has receded definitely.

YXF—H(JA7AR2—#) Mazdaism(Zoroastrianism)
REMT 4 TEHELEBER L VWD EbH 0, BEMRFHMEILE 572 < 220,

OV a7 AX—ZHOMBEN THBTRBZOTR LAHTIL, A 7V REROK TN O K%
&, RO ARAeWNE 4 - e a sl &z L,

@V uTAXZ—HF., AT NCBT D EENEEEITE - iE L,

@V uaTAZ—HIX, 41 KA TUDFREODE LT,

@V u7AZ—HE, ERO»LOICLVA T rERRlbsE, XUV T7 (TLrhrg—
RKE) EARAT—LIN DR EHSL o7,

For Mazdaism still denounces Great Goddess Div as a she-devil, the evaluation of it by
Iranian Neo-Paganism is quit negative.

1. Mazdaism imposed their dogmatic and selfish doctrine to all the other sects. It caused
long-term schism in Iranian religion.

2. Mazdaism destroyed and suppressed feminine spirituality of Iran.

3. Mazdaism cut cultural connection between Iran and India.

4. By 1 to 4 above, Mazdaism weakened Iran to cause two defeats (Greek Alexander and
Muhammadan)

HZ VO7RA—HIIASVDEHEHILLIETRTINS
ATUVDOHBBEERDAXT, /aTAX—HDOL 72000, 2F0 —o0#HzE (BE
RBE =) BRI LT 200 Fid, 4 7 ARKROL* TERWEBZTWD, wE#
OHYFHFELTIE, e Ry—#, A MEICAONDRXZ—rDIZH)NARTEEEZT
W5,

Note: Zoroastrianism has been deviated from frue Iranian tradition.

Iranian Neo-Paganists think it is not a traditional way for Iranians to force one’s own
dogma (thought pattern) to other as Zoroastrians did. They think a religious form seen in
Hinduism, Buddhism and Shinto is more natural than Zoroastrianism.

* ASURFEDIE A v RlZHBND L Ok Z &,

9. /SVEDEULFEMOWYLEWY The Necessity of Fair Evaluation of Iranians

A4 7 URRRIT, BB EFEDRN-oT, NERr=T70X U UTIEL T, XTFOF
ErH-T2ht, BEXXTFEEDRN-TZ, 47V RREIZ, BAOMELFRLL, S0
WEBEAL, BRHEMNRI L2 LTICEL I EERBN2 b, MBEEERIITAHERIRLT
Y

I ERHRNT, FESCX Y T =n—<it, XTEEI ULE 70T, XFTENED
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ONRIELL . XFEFERONTRIZFEN (1 72 RRKE) OR%ELRTRETETHY . FE
PEMIPNEBEZ DRN S 72 (EEITEBLNRNT, IMBRITIEHTHD) . WTnicE X,
HECX Y o7 =n—~<d, XFE2HEOHCOLEHEB L, XFEEERS & Lns T
TEREZEREMAT, TOXL - FZ#HE BN oL Lz, IHIZE NI EZ, A
T UREE, BEMEWIAKA A KR LA, PERX ) T E2IX LD, EELERRE
I, ZO—EHIZHET D720 T, 2R G 2O KRSICEEN o T, DD, FEOF
Uy 7=nm—< (FOWERKK) Tit. EEEKED E#HE PO R OW T XTI
FLR L., A4 7V RRIEORELCEHEZW AL - Fib Lz, #AEOENE 0L, B R
FHIRE L)WV SE T EN L,

ZOWRAL « B - TEN LT A T URDEH - SULDEWRIEN D A IE L < HfE4
HZ e EMEA, OWTIFHRORHALREEZEEETND,

Iranians had not written their history, long after they encountered Babylonians and
Greeks who had written records of their own histories. It was not because they could not
learn how to write nor recognize its usefulness, but simply because they thought their
oral tradition was superior to written records. There is a parallel between Iranian and
Japanese especially in religion. Both culture put higher significance on non-verbal ritual
behaviors and patterns and think it inadequate to rely heavily on written language. In
some case, they think it disgraces for sacredness.

Contrary to Iranians, both Greeks and Chinese put far higher significance on written
language and records. They thought Iranian oral tradition is less reliable than their
written records (As a matter of fact, it is a wrong prejudice. Iranian oral tradition is
precise and reliable). Basing upon the prejudice, they called Iranians barbaric and
evaluated Iranian oral culture inferior to theirs. What made the situation even worse
were the limited encounters between Greek/Chinese and Iranians. However Greeks and
Chinese have not had a chance to make a total view of Iranian culture which spread
vastly over Eurasia, their historiographers, without sufficient knowledge, wrote “history”
from their self-centered point of view. As a consequence, in the ‘written history’, Iranian
culture was underestimated. It was chopped into fragments and put aside. To testify
their superiority over Iranians, they refused to admit the influence of Iranian culture
(such as the Bogomils, the Cathars, the Grail legends, etc.). They willfully labeled it
‘heresy’ and/or ‘popular religion’ to mislead people from the truth.

These barzakh (veils) have long been prevented people to have correct perspective of
Iranian religion and culture, as well as world history of religions.

It is mandatory to eliminate them (barzakh) to prevail correct perspective of the
Iranian history.

10. SFSHEXFEELEHSLDHEL First Contact with Mithraeum Japan

ATV OHBHEEROHE I NV —T L I N THRELEHZZOHE W, 200 54FD
ZLETHD, TonTiE, HVEHAARS T RBBEETHARELZEG LA 7 o OAER M
ETI o] & To—2 Ly b RZ MY ZED] 25ATHEL, 47 0ffffic
IR L N2 itk s, R M THERELEBSOHPRET, Y HDOE X HOMEH)
WZOWTHGRHAEEIToT2%RIC. 2 H 7 P LTIBNE, 23200 5FEOETH D,
HHFHBICASNZA L TWEBNT T, a3a=b—32a VFAL—XIHERL, A4 —2L7
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AL b T HICEAT 2 MR O RSB R ORI L P E O T, BUACEBEIES 2 LiE
JRWERL - RO Z KT Tnd, I N FHARELCEASOHP ORREL LV T REICH
RENTZ, TTIC, WEETRLERXLEZ MIZEENTESTVDER, HrLLHOHRD S
NTHW5, ZRICEVEMAE T7ror— FZ8MA) L KBS TS,

The first contact of the promotion group of Iranian Neo-Paganism and Mithraeum
Japan has occurred in spring of 2005. It has started when a certain Iranian doctor, who
has learned Japanese in international academic exchange program, has read “Mithraic
Theology” and “Let’s Read Secret Doctrine” by Masato Tojo, Ph. D. and introduced
“Mithraic Theology” by translating it into Persian. After having read the official HP of
Mithraeum Japan well, he sent an e-mail. It was in spring of 2005. The communication
has begun and developed friendly. We are exchanging information and opinions on
various field of interest covering culture, religion, world trends, etc. Some articles on
Mithraeum Japan (Persian translation) and a paper of Tojo (witten in English) have
introduced to Persian people. The knowledge and wisdom acquired by the
communication has reflected in the book “Qewl: Holy Book of Mithra” and other
writings.

NS

I NTHERBELCEBE L RROH DE DAL DT XTRFRBEFR L VD DT TIEARV,
19 98ENLRMLTWDLZ NV FORKANZ, I F78E (FLEIR) ThHhdH, ZOANEDH
SWE, SN THERFELEZSHPOREZ AT, 227 ML TIboNEZ ENnE o0
Thd, B M aBkhrEbEONT L EITITEN TN, MLV gEIZEBIT 5270 KADRKI
HIDIZONMEG LTERER S D, ZOHESWITIEIRIZOWTOMEE RS-, 7
RAEEDA T AN WD, ZONTEEEEZROYEETHDL, 5T VO FTHMETH
D, ZOBEBOTDIZR I LTS, HEWDE 50T, RIFVHPOEBET, 1998
Fp1 99 9FETHD, ZOENTHLELTLIIANVDED, TEWVWTIWUZ LS e %
LCWb, a7 FLTLKDEXIIENEDRD, FEAERBMOI NTHBRZ NV—T720
FIROIFEE TH D, EFEIL. HiE, VLU T, 7V RE, TI7ETEORETH D,

/]

11. $§5 Afterwords

SRTHEWVWIZHENEIWVOYEIZZ L TWED, D LIEBONY W=EITThAD
22 =T AERBRRA T U ORBEEE A AL T, I N THEEMT L LIIAFRETH
5o R NTHOTFEITIE, S hTH Y a T AE = -~ = HICET S R OfE
EPFRETITELAENRNWE AL, BETEINTH, BIEOI N THEDRD S,

BRA 7 O BAEROFEEBIN Lic, ARIANZOEISHOEM, By, BEE 06
) R ATEEME. IERIZHEMEL <N EEES TV D,

AT DOFEHEERICELERFOFIL, I N TH, YT A ANVT— U =
XY RAZ U, =TIk, SoN—A =72 PITOWTER L =Bk ol ia g i o 7e 10
JEIZHD T TWH 70, 2B E ko Tna, BEOLEMKIZSNIZWERS bDIX, A 4
— LV TEBNIIND Y AT LA AT (IR O) EEBS S HROTE (EEORW
WO THNZIERZ D HTEFIROTIE) 2RTECTRIER LR, 47 D5%
HizAEE TRBY . RTOREEZFIT TWD, HRERSINTIE, ZoE#hcsb5
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T THEDNTHENTED, HRTEAFTET TR ERZLEZ D ENTE S, B,
DIELEbEEBITH LWEEZRWTWEZEE 0, WER, A 7O bid R oFEf L
BORICENT DR EEZ TRE>TWHD7E !

I have drawn an exponential image of Neo-Paganism of modern Iran. I hope you have
understood its ideal, objectives, history, background, thoughts, potential and
vigorousness.

Those who have concerns over Iranian religious culture and spirituality depend too
much on western popular and/or academic writings on Mithraism, Zoroastrianism,
Zurvanism, Manichaeism, Yarsanism, Shiism, Bahai and so on that they can’t see the
root of them all. Those who want to touch the real tradition should join with Simorghian
movement, casting away the stereo-typical view and your obsolete approach (armchair
conjecturing in the dull sea of western books). Iranian religious-culture is living and
ceaselessly developing. Your participation will surely boost the movement. It will change
you and the world. Let’s open new era with us! Iranian culture is now ready to
contribute to the peace and prosperity of the world.

NEW AGE RELIGIO-CULTURAL
MOVEMENT OF

SIMORGH

**

IT BRIBGS PEACE, HARMONY & PROSPERITY

LET'S JOIN WITH THE WHIRLING DANCE OF
NATURE, LIFE & INTELLIGENCE!

A A= D)V 7T D DFFO DT
An Appeal from Shimorghian movements

@%1&@47/&7/1/%
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Simorghian culture redeems female principle.
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PR3 | NG PN
E8 EERE
Their View of the History

DFIE. A7 v OFBRBEEROHEE I L —T BN WEEE L A—LIZEAQAR L
LIZELDELDTHDH, +OREELZ> TXENLEDSLY THAD, WEHRENH
HETHIE, I TRTEEOEETH D,

The following is composed mainly basing on the materials and e-mail correspondences
from Iranian Neo-Paganism promotion group. The composition was made with great care,
however, the author owes all the responsibility for misrepresentation.

1. SAVZ=AT4T7HEDEHK Mitanni-Media

BRA T OFETZDHIE. KD ZORHRETE A 4 — 2V T LD EFEA TV S,
ZDA A — VT AL T= Kl O, ZNBFEI P T7# (2 N THE—MH) Th 5,
UG R HICB T HI R, ERRLBMT Uk (/AL —LNLT) OFTholz
¥, TR, U (TRA - FoR—]k) [ TU¥~vr, AT, VT 4 TH
LN BNk, HEHIE. T A Y RS2 LT, T4 (A4 —2L7) O
RNODE () Thole, TDIEMNT, BT —L, LT F—e&— 74—/, AT
L lWolfaeNEBY . TNUOLREDYTIFXMEEZEE L TV e, #51%. BRORFZHE
ool lblc, KT 4 UNLMRLE 22> TRI-ICKED Lo A ST b A RER KT
LHEEE EZHS TV, 2 FTIER, Uyl EgEFEY ., EbicT 7T (F) LRI TY
T, AT RRIEESRET U7 RREORME - IRMAETH T, I N7 OHMEAZEH L,
OWIZ M T3 A O (FEM) ([Zhhotc, AT 4 TEOY Ny 7 Fkid, FHIIZI bT
MR ARTDHE LI, A T UVFHICFZIRE L, 2 NTRFELZEEI L, BUA 7
O« BIRORELRHREICIL, ZORRICERA 7 2 UL DL N LS TV
5o

ZOBROI P TMEEEBIEI A DRI, T7ror— hT8il] o [0l )
Th b,

Scholars of modern Iran calls Mitanni-Median era and the era before it the era of
Simorghian culture. Primitive Mithraism (Henotheistic Mithraism) is a large flower
which Simorghian culture bloomed. Mithra of primitive Mithraism was a child of Great
Goddess Div (=Simorgh)*. His brothers and/or sisters* are Varuna (Apam Napat),
Aryaman, Indra, Nasatia twin gods. They are called Ameshaspenta*, and represented
six faces (personas) of Div (Simorgh). In the pantheon of henotheistic Mithraism, there
are other gods such as goddess Raam, goddess Anahita, Tyr and wind god Wayu. All of
them are members of Yazata family. Their function was to maintain the order of the
Nature and nurture creatures which came to the Earth as rain drops from Great
Goddess Simorgh. Mithra had presided in the day and Varuna in the night. In
consequence of co-living and mixing blood with Asian people, the position of Mithra rose
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to Yazdan (the chief of the Yazatas). Median King Sahak* established firm Mithra
worship among Iranian tribes by building many Mithra’s temples (dar-e mehr) in every
place of his empire and by sending magi to the other Iranian tribes. In the text on
history used in junior high schools and high schools of modern Iran, it is stated that the
base matrix of Iranian culture was founded in this era.

Some scriptures which refer to Mithraic myths of Simorgian culture is contained in
Qewl —Holy Book of Mithra.

* ISR SHICHITHINIE~FTHoz HOI N IMETI FIDNBOIINLEENT
EVIHIMEENR L VN INDHDIE, ZORFEMEELMEAL TWLNLTHL= [FUr—3 b

ZEM] o [Ro#E) HHLXULEL2] , SHICEL, ERELENIDOLFEKTH L=
Tron—3 FZ8) O TkOBOWEE] TRIZHLOWEE TDHEA = ZADWEE]

*Mithra of primitive Mithraism was a child of Great Goddess Div (=Simorgh): The

myths of later age say that Mithra was born from a bird egg. They are all reflections of

the ancient myth= Mashaf Rish, The western Book of Dawr in Qew! —Holy Book of

Mithra. It is the same reflection that birds appear frequently in the gewls.

* 747 Div, Bl&% A —2L/L7 Simorgh, H25WMIF T —F—Daénd £ 55, ¥=—F

—EWIHAHNE, v —~DEMT 4T F (XATF) Ik dT 5, 74 Vi, ¥YTTET

MEERT HEHE (T4 ) Geug, 77 Vi CHEZEW T 2558 [T 7 2] Deus &FRIET

H 5,

*Div: Another name of Simorgh. She is also called Daéni. Daéna corresponds to Roman

goddess Diana. Div has the same word-root with Greek®gvc and Latin Deus.

*IRTIZIE ~EVDREBED N A FOREMT =T 4 T4 DFIb (T —7 47 1 vif

FE sk k) I d 2,

*His brothers and/or sisters: Div corresponds to Indian Goddess Aditi**, Mithra and his

borothers and sisters correspond to the Aditiyas**.

* ok REMT7—T474 ) Aditl, &> Ny —#RHORM [V 7 - Tx—4] ([CBGHT
LR DREMDOLH, A2V y MEET MR OB, BALVT—r ThbbYy 74

TWHYET D, 7—T 47 4 YHEEOR

**Aditi: A Great Goddess who appears in Rig Veda. Her name means infinity in Sanskrit.

Mother Goddess of the Aditiyas. She corresponds to Mother Zurvan.

* x T—TAT4VHE () Aditiyas, (3% the Aditiyas, K&WH7 —7 47 4 02 HAE

Nrthofe Z &, EHIE S bT. Urad, TUY~y AT, 7V x, TAY Y,

AV RZEEND, BHEBERRODETHDLN, %I+ r AICKHESE D720+ HEICH

RENTz, EHEDOOS L ST, TUY~r, Uy FTO=MiE, A2 Nied O & =#hH

Th b,

**the Aditiyas: Seven gods who were born from the Great Goddess Aditi. Mitra, Varuna,

Aryaman, Daksha, Amsha and Indra. Although original member are seven, five more

gods were added to correspond to twelve months of a year in later age. Mitra, Varuna

and Aryaman were frst trimurti of India.

¥ BT LY RTR MHERIIRH - ST IV RBHL I VT AT~ (Tr ),
T=Uxy T=FN, TUN KT —LERDGEELH D,

*Ameshaspenta: The member changed in accordance with the time and place. There

was a case the members were Mitra, Spenta Mainyu (Varuna), Aryaman, Atar, Khvar

and Raam.

x /Y E Sahak, 584-549B.C., BIECTH I U T - I AT 4 AZ L « MLagif- A5
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YUES e A T 7LD I P THRFIRTIE, BELLTEROLATVND
*King Sahak: 584-549 B. C. Even today, He 1s worshipped as a holy king in Super-Shiia
sects of Syria, Kurdistan, eastern Turky, western Iran.

EE KRZ#EIMSEWSHEAEDE
BRPRH IR S 58725725, REMLE I FT LW HMAELEE, FHPEICEO TR L
WO N L TRABICIEEL TV D

Note: The combination of Great Goddess and Mithra

The combination has resurrected as Wu-ji-lao-mo (Ultimate Great Mother) and Mi-le
(Mithra-Maitreya) in medieval China. The religion of them is still alive in China, Taiwan
and Japan.

2. ¥5LaXMSDFHRE New religion of Zoroaster

PI7 2 AR, BREZLOME (v X)) 2 EL T, v~ XX LW HME Tk,
FOLET, ZoMEE (T77) LA, TUWRT 7 7=AX—Thb*, 7 2R
71X, BOOBRTIMT 7 7= XX —%FLNIMADOE 2 Trix 2B LT, 7
2 A NTIE, a2 K& GEMREE MR Lz, 2O LT, BMOESILT 7 7=~
AP —%i@E, BMHOERIZT VT « v razi@niz, LT, BLOBMEROF LT
TI= AL =L RT LYy AT U B EBERTOL 0T MBDOT Ly XY AT 2 iz,

PIVaANTAHGOSFEERLE [H—Y—1] oFizix, o777 (T7I7=<vX
H— I NT, T/RAF 8= F) 1ZH 0 2HBT DN L= [ —0—1 30.9; 31.4:
457 DT, ¥ TV 2 A NTINI RTZET7uF (TRA - F3—=1) W) HOT 7 74
WHWMEBEL > TV EIFHLNTH D, TO—FHT, I N TH-MBORLMT + T %
WAL, S FTICERTHIEEZRITZV L TCVWAZELERHEETHD, ZD

HIZEDL I RBEER DS T-ONEEBAE T NDEIRH D, TiUuL, ¥ T 2A T
MW N7 OMEOWISOBRECilEi Sz (RIELTZ) EWnWobDThHhD, ZOEKIE, 7

B I (KK L) 2OBFEBAIZHO W T HIEZ TVRN,

Zardusht (Zoroaster) has deified the wisdom (mainyu) of the priests as Ahura Mazda*.
Zardusht ranked gods according to his own doctrine. At first he classified traditional
gods of Iran into two groups, one the good gods, the other the devils. Then he ranked the
good gods with Ahura Mazda at their top, rejecting the rests as devils (devas) with
Ahreman at their top. Making his own Ameshaspenta, Simorghian original
Ameshaspenta as a model, he put Ahura Mazda and his Ameshaspenta in the center of
his religion.

There remains Zardusht’s own words in the Gatha=Gatha 30.9; 31.4; 45.7. They
testified that he has prayed not only Ahura Mazda but also Mithra and Apam Napat.
However, at the same time, it also is a fact that he avoided to mention about Mithra. It
also is an equally important fact that he denounced the Great Goddess Div (Simorgh) to
be a she-devil and her gods daevas*. There is a legend which provide us with some clue.
It tells that he was expelled (fell) from the mystery of Mithra at a certain lower rank.
But the legend refers nothing about the reason.
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¥ INDWTIF7=RAZ—THS RICT 7T (T/RL - F/R— 1) OFERHEREZRILL 7=
SHRA R [Ya7Ax—H01 % %] p50,

*Ahura Mazda: Later Ahura Mazda robbed of main functions of Varuna (Apam Napat)
=Boyce, Mary A History of Zoroastrianism I, p50.

* x RAR[YOF7RZ—5H 1] Boyce, Mary. A History of Zoroastrianism Vol. 1, E. J. Brill,
1996 ; RA A, ATV — [Yu72F—#L 1] E.J. 7V ik 1996 4£ (ARHARR)

¥ TAJEEMILI YT 22— TIE, BEZ2Y T —URLMES)E, ZOFT—T L1
IBFWVHIX, REtT 4 JIEH>FH LWV O BEROSEICHRL TV D,

*daevas: Zoroastrians still call a certain group og gods daevas. The word “daeva” is
derived from the word which means those who follow Div.

EE IVO7RE—#HIEVSKRE

TACHED R EICEINTWAS [Yr 722 =% L\WwHnlk, Z 2@l H
FGLaARNTOHEHDOZ L Thbd, YT AZ—HL W) SHEIIBKASETHY, EY
ICE o> T, BT D77 AR APOELE (Z7 7 F7%) LYV HloEE (XLT— %)
a7 AL —HENWIFETOLELLVIZLTWS, L, ZOERBITE 7= B
D, BTV 22X NTOFRARE TR TH D,

Note: The term “Zoroastrianism”

The so-called “Zoroastrianism” in popular books refer to the new religion of Zardusht.
The term “Zoroastrianism” is very obscure. Some books refer not only his new religion
but also Achaemenid state religion and Sasanid state religion by this term. But it must
be noted that both Achaemenid state religion and Sasanid state religion are quite
different from Zardusht’s own religion.

3. P ARAEOE# Achaemenid Persia

WIS 2 XA NTORHE, =T 77BN LT Fi6thidxan ZEORY) . =775
I, YTV aRA N TORBENI IV E, T ARAGPTFETHL LNZEIRITEM 72 [H
#HO(BREH) ThDH, TOEHL, TII=RE—, 2T, kT A —mES
SHEEED DT, I N TEENEIE L AR T 7 A R AR | B icimE s
Nl [7 7= 2% —] oFiciE [ F78EE] sid oz, [ FI78EE] 137
RTCOBEEOF THROBEKRT, [T7I7=<XZ—8EE] Lo vEWN, [ N I78EE]
WX, =7 7 ZHEANLLART (Rl 2000 4EEH) M Binb b b OER, =7 7 THOEFEIL, I
=T 7 IHMREEENA T, TDO—2N, [T 7I7=<XX—NI  T7EAEL, 77
FT=w A —AH LRKDOGFEIEIZ LT W IHbThD, Zorikicky, I M7 E
WIGHEZ R D, WnillisAE A= o4, $72bb, ZoMERGET AT (T 7T7=<%X
A —XEBRZTE2HIETD) . ZOEBEOI FT13, 77 I7=<XZ—LRKOML T,
YHFXMBEORETHY | M EHIGHEL R, WA Z R 2 TiEdb oo, 77 F7=vX
F—lZo bl Thotc, LL, ZRbTSIBEESN, 2 M TIET 7 I7=vXH¥—
DIk EH7eENDH LI, I N TIREREBHOKBE TR -T2, I NTETT7T=
VAL —DO— KV ERT DI, B [T T2 22— 12iF, 77787 L0 ) RELDME
PIHE o T, OB E EHIZI FT7EFITETETEREL, I M TM7ET 2T
ETHEFIAREBEI P T —FT RELHVITOND LT oT2,

—RPERIE, NN OSFH#EM A A TOEDS, NI % ORIROMEE « B x5

22



BT, ERIREAET RN 2 EE (—HOMES) 25 LWzt Ebns, A
T—IROBEL . BELL 2o\ LKL TWD,

After the death of Zardusht, three Ahuric religion has founded (in Cyrus time, 6th B.
C.). It was a catholic state religion found by Achaemenid dynasty rather than Zardusht’s
dogmatic religion. For it made Ahura Mazda, Mithra and Anahita as supreme trinity,
Mithra worship has revived. The holy book Avesta was edited. Mihr Yasht, which has
existed before 2000 B. C., has included in it. It is the longest Yasht among the Yashts,
far longer than Ohrmizd yasht. The priests of the state religion have modified Mihr
Yasht a little bit. They inserted the phrase that Ahura Mazda created Mithra, and made
him as worthy as himself”. By this and other insertions, Mithra became the psycho-pomp
by gaining the title of "Judge of Souls" and the preserver of the world. Mithra occupied
an intermediate position in the gods’ hierarchy as the greatest of the yazatas to lead
people in the destruction of evil and the administration of the world. He was then the
divine representative (avatar) of Ahura Mazda on earth, as well as the manifestation of
justice and truth, and protected the righteous from the demonic forces of Ahriman. To
show the unity of Mithra and Ahura Mazda, the term “Ahura Mithra” has come to use in
the Avesta. As time went on, Mithra worship has flourished to celebrate state official
festivals for Mithra alone.

Common people worship their own yazata respectively. Intelligent people seems to
believe in a universal philosophy (theosophy) which encompass all the sects. It seems
that the flourish of Zurvanism (theosophical sets) has something to do with this
tendency.

4. NILT4T7FEDOEZ Arsacid Parthia
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Parthia set Mithraism as its state religion and promoted it vehemently in and out of
the empire. The characteristics of Mithraism inParthia were (1) hevanly rulership
transmission, (2) Hellenistic syncretism and (3) wide spread of Mithra worship. (1)
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Hevanly rulership transmission. It is the myth that heavenly rulership was transmitted
from Zurvan to Mithra via Ahura Mazda. According to this myth, there were a fatal
error in Ahura Mazda (Zeus)‘s reign. Mithra became the supreme god and started new
era to recover it. (2) Hellenistic syncretism. It was a syncretism of Persian gods and
Greek gods. Zurvan with Chronos, Ahura Mazda with Zeus, Mithra with Apollo, Anaita
with Aphrodite. (3) Wide spread of Mithra worship. In Parthian era, there born western
Mithraism, many Mithraic kingdoms, Maitreya cult. Magi in the westrn part of Parthia
has organized western Mithraism under the state promotion of Mithraism absorbing
Early Zurvanite theology, Plato’s philosophy, Stoic philosophy and the mysteries of
Great Goddesses in Asia minor. Under the surge of Mithraism, Mithraic kingdom
(Pontus, Comagene and Armenia) were founded in Asia minor. In the east of the empire,
there was a huge Mithra=Zeus stature in the capital city Ai-Hanum of Bactria. In the
eastern rim of the Parthia, Maitreya cult was originated from a syncretism with
Buddhism.

5. Y5 UEADEZ Sasanid Persia
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D=r5 Mitra(Mehr/Meher)
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@7 75=< XA — Ahra Mazda(Ohrmizd)
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The state religion of Sasanid dynasty was Zurvanism=Shaked “The myth of Zurvan”;
Shaked Dualism in Transformation: Varieties of Religion in Sasanian Iran. According its
theology, The supreme God Zurvan has four aspects (personas)*. Ahura Mazda was the
God of Essence/Elements aspect. Mithra the Light (Word) aspect. Goddess Dene the
Wisdom aspect. Urthragna the Power aspect. The dualism (the conflict between the good
and the evil, Ahura Mazda and Ahreman) was limited only in the Essence/Element
aspect=as-Shahrastal, Ulema-e Islam.

The material which recorded Sasanid Zurvanite myth is not limited to Eznik’s. There
are many Arab and Persian materials. The Zurvanite myth, which is reconstructed using
chiefly the Arab and Persian material, is shown as the Book of Dawr in Qew/ —Holy Book
of Mithra. It shows an example of the Zurvanite myth with astrological taste.

*

In Sasanid era, the most popular sect was the Zurvanism, however, Zoroastrianism,
Eastern Mithraism (Manichaeism) and Mazdakite are also popular. The religious
situation was similar to Achaemenid and India one. Several myths and doctrines
co-existed. There are several myths and doctrines about Mithra and Ahura Mazda. Some
of them are shown below:

(1) Mithra (Mehr/Meher)

Mithra in Manichaeism originated from later Zurvanite theology was the
reincarnation (avatar) of Zurvan. In Mazdakite, Mithra was the reincarnation of
Yazdan*. In Zoroastrianism, Mithra was the reincarnation and/or the son of Ahura

Mazda.

(2) Ahura Mazda (Ohrmizd)

In the Zurvanite myth, Ahura Mazda secluded into the Land of Light and gave the
heavenly rulership to Mithra. According to the myth of Manichaeism and Mazdakite,
Ahura Mazuda was defeated by Ahriman and tear into myriads of light particles. Under
the nfluence of this myth, the Pure-land Buddhism was formed in the north-west India.
The correspondence between Persian deities and buddhas (Muryohju-Zurvan,
Amitabha-Ahura Mazda and Mithra-Miroku(Maitreya)) are well-known in Japan.

* U RIA LT —2#EE]  Shaked, Shaul. “The myth of Zurvan”, in From Zoroastrian
Iran to Islam, Variorum, 1995

*Shaked: Shaked, Shaul. “The myth of Zurvan”, in From Zoroastrian Iran to Islam,
Variorum, 1995

* YT R[ZBMDER Y UEBASUICBITARBD Z4M] Shaked, Shaul. Dualism
in Transformation: Varieties of Religion in Sasanian Iran, 1994

*Shaked: Shaked, Shaul. Dualism in Transformation- Varieties of Religion in Sasanian
Iran, 1994

* RAZ[VO7 Z5—%4E] Boyce, Mary. Zoroastrians —Their Religious Beliefs and
Practices, 1979, Ch.7-9

*Boyce: Boyce, Mary. Zoroastrians —Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, 1979, Ch.7-9
* B HUBD XL T —UBOBZICENIE XILT—=UIZFEODOMELH oz AU, ¥
VEIRERICHEA L7 I N8 (=% 1. ZOEAEEEZEEEL >0, Witk E—D
e L CHAMSIZ LT,
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*According its theology, The supreme God Zurvan has four aspects (personas): Mani
developed his doctrine (fivefold Zurvan) by adding an extra aspect. It should not be
forgotten that Mani’s doctrine was an extension of Sasanid Zurvanite theology.
Manichaean myth reflects that of Simorghian-Mithraism and Zurvanism. Purely
Zoroastrian elements are few.
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¥ WXZY ~AFIEOGE, BatiIiis v X4 v EMEZR TV,

*Yazdan: The supreme God of Mazdakite was called simply “Yazdan”.

x A JLEE2 T T T NDOMEHE T ¥ v /3—)LAbd aj-Jabbar, 10th @ [ AL/~ ~ ROfEHENE
SEA DFENT) Tathbit dala’il al-nubuwwaSayydina Muhammad & 2L FE Y v 7 T AH —
——as-Shahrastai, 1086-1153 ® [5# & RIk] Al-Milal wa-I-nihal\Z X %,

*The Book of Dawr ll: Basing on Tathbit dala’il al-nubuwwaSayydina Muhammad by
Arabic theologian ’Abd aj-Jabbar (10th)and A/-Milal wa-I-nihal by Iranian
historiographer as-Shahrastai (1086-1153).

6. 1 X5—.L1t Islamization
=HP (HAFI b THDOREL)

See HP History of the eastern Mithraism

7. BRA7ZSTDORE Religions of the modern Middle-East
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When Islamization prevailed all over the west Asia, Mithraism choose syncretism with
Islam to become Shia sects. Zoroastrianism refused it. Geo-political condition, ethnicity
of believers, process and timing of Islamization affected the choice.

DIWVTARBY (MNVIRER, A5V AS74E) ST HRTFOT * [ 1FREY
Kurdistan(eastern Turkey, western Iran, northern Iraq), Syria, Central Asia, Pakistan
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26


http://homepage2.nifty.com/Mithra/HP_Mithraism_History_East.html
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Today, main religious sects in these areas* are members of Mithraism family. They
are now all Shia sects. They are referred under many names such as Mir Islam,
Yazdanism, Yarsanism, Den-e Yari, and Super Shiism (Ghulat). Main sects are the
Alevi-Bektashs, the Ahl-e Haqqs, the Yezidis, and the Ismailis. Some scholars of Islam
say that they are extremely Hellenized Islam= Espatio ed. The Oxford Encyclopedia of
the Modern Islamic World. The population is estimated 20 millions to 30 millions.

They are functioning as a glue and/or harmonizer of Persian, Arabian and Turkish
culture in these areas.

Their scriptures and myths are introduced in “Qewl —Holy Book of Mithra”.

These sects are branches grown from the same common matrix (Simorghian culture).
Although Islamic elements covers their surface, it is easy to find many Simorghian
tradition.

x oDty ERRof, TAA=T, SATT, vV TR, TIH=AT KAV
[N AP

*these areas: To say more precise, the sects spread also in Armenia, Georgia, south
Russia, Afghanistan and Germany.
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*Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan.

* A DA TA—FERART—L1HEHFEFR Espatio, John L. editor in chief, The Oxford
Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, Oxford University Press, 1995; = A /37 1 7,
VarL.wEERIA 7 AT+ — FBRA X T — 2R ER] A7 27— FRFHRE.
1995

*Espatio: Espatio, John L. editor in chief, The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern
Islamic World, Oxford University Press, 1995

145> Iran

TATH ATVOEET, §0FTHR V=TI (A ~—24JkK) THD, @E%
BIX T AN ARTHIADOBTHD A 7 BT A~ —LIRBEFIZ /> 7=D
1500 LIED Z & THY . FNFETIEI—NIIRA AT — LN ERTHoT-, + A4 ~— Am®
HFIT, I—NWIRA AT —LOARFTLELIVREBL LI DO THD, BIRA 7 U OEBUT+
A~—LIRED MORRE WD, “FHICKEWEIRIL, BB L2 — VR4 AT — L4 (A
FZUEE L) ThDH, ZFBHIFA—T 4 —HHATHDH, RKEWELZIATIE, 77T U4
—HH, X—=nA T, ==~ by T—HH R ERHY | BIMIBE L TWD
Zoft, DETEN, FUVARNE (TAA=THE) 10N, FUVAMH (FA RV TR
IR) 2392 55T A, YaT AXZ—FHEN2 HTAND,

27



Needless to say, the state religion of Iran today is Shiism of Twelve Imams (Ithna
‘Ashariya). The population is estimated 50 to 60 millions. Ithna ‘Ashariya became the
main sect in 15th A. D. Until then, Mir Islam is the main sect in Iran. There exist other
sects in Iran. The second major group is Mir Islam, the third is Sufism (the Qubrawiyya,
the Nurbakshis and the Ni'mat Allahs and the others). There also exists few Christians
(Armenian Church) (100,000), Nestrians (25,000), and Zoroastrians (20,000).

% o—TIROEE

T IROERZIEKICONTIE, [For— b8 o (w77 1 —0kkELE
B ICEELTh D,
Note on the Legends of the Shiism

About a popular legend of Shiism, see “The occultation and second coming of Imam
Mahdi” in Qewl! —Holy Book of Mithra.

DA s
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